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Sire breed effects on economic efficiency of a terminal-cross beef production
system
Abstract
This article was abstracted from a manuscript by Gerald H. Smith, U.S. Meat Animal Research Center,
Clay Center, Nebraska which appeared in the December, 1976, issue of the Journal of Animal Science. The
carcass and meats research data for the study were coordinated by Dr. Michael E. Dikeman, Kansas State
University, so permission was granted to present results of that study here. Performance and carcass
characteristics of the cattle were presented in the 1975 Cattlemen's Day Report.
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In addition, one ownership of the calves was assumed to the point of carcass
fabrication into retail cuts; in other words, a cow/calf producer who custom feeds his calves
and sells on a grade-and-yield grade basis.
Cattle with increased growth rate, increased feed efficiency and increased carcass
value have the ability to offset large differences in cost per calf weaned. Hence, sire breeds
of large mature size, high growth rate, good feed efficiency and lean carcass composition
apparently have much to offer in terminal-cross production systems.

